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Language is a major barrier for researchers wanting to digitize and publish collection data in Africa. French-speaking regions of Africa (primarily Central/ West Africa and
Madagascar) host some of the highest biodiversity on the continent and therefore are of great importance to scientists and decision-makers. Unfortunately, resources in
French about digitization, data management, and publishing are lacking. This has hindered efforts digitization efforts in Africa and rendered these important collections
effectively invisible. Producing relevant/applicable resources about digitization in French will help shine a light on these valuable natural history records and allow the
data-holders in Africa to retain the autonomy of their collections. Awarded a GBIF-BID (Biodiversity Information for Development) grant in 2021, an international,
multilingual network of partners has undertaken the important task of digitizing and mobilizing Gabon’s vertebrate collections. This project stands increase the number of
available specimen records on GBIF for Gabon by 40%. Additionally, the French resources we have developed about digitization and mobilization will help serve the
Francophone museum community globally.
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There are approximately 13,500 vertebrate specimens housed in five different institutions

dispersed in the country:

= National School of Water and Forests, Cap Esterias, north of Libreville: mainly fish, GabOIl
Libreville (1953)

= Masuku University of Science and Technology, Franceville, southeastern Gabon (1986)
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- Agronomic and Forestry Research Institute, Libreville (1976) Home Search Images Inventories Dynamic Species List  More Information . Wélcomems" My Profile Logout | English v |
* The Tropical Ecology Research Institute, Libreville and Impassa-Makokou (1976)

=  Smithsonian Institution Gabon Biodiversity Program, Gamba, southwestern Gabon (2001) Welcome to the Gabon Community Biodiversity [Taxon Search — ]

= The majority of specimens are fish (see Figure 1) Portal

This data portal is meant to serve as a collaborative resource that integrates
biodiversity content from various sources. The portal can be used to manage live data

Gabon Portal (2023) Gabon Portal (present) GBIF (outside collections) directly within the portal or map to datasets managed within external management
systems. Type of data available within this resource includes specimen data, field
100% observations, species inventories, field images, taxonomic information, species
85 93 94 distribution data, and more.
997 337 Do you have or know of a biodiversity dataset compiled from the Gabon region that

you would like to publish on the portal? If so, please contact us and we will gladly

assist in getting you setup as a data contributor. Through a collaborative effort, this
8803 Symbiota data portal can become an information rich resource that will assist

75% researchers, educators, and the general public in exploring the flora and fauna found

within Gabon.

If you have questions, comments, or recommendations, please share your feedback
with the Support Hub HelpDesk (symbiota@asu.edu). Visit the Data Usage Policy
3197 page for information on how to cite data obtained from this web resource.
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Figure 1. Specimens for Gabon in GBIF and contribution of this project. Blue bars represent
all other collections available in GBIF; yellow bars represent specimen records we have BlOleGI’Slté du
added to date; green bars represent additional specimens that will be added by project’s
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Bienvenue sur le Portail de la Biodiversite du Gabon

Ce portail de données est destiné a servir de ressource collaborative qui intégre le Rechercher |
contenu de la biodiversité provenant de diverses sources. Le portail peut étre utilisé pour :
gérer les données en direct directement dans le portail ou mapper vers des ensembles de
données geres dans des systemes de gestion externes. Le type de données disponibles
dans cette ressource comprend des donnees sur les specimens, des observations sur le
terrain, des inventaires d'especes, des images de terrain, des informations taxonomiques,
des données sur la répartition des espéces, etc.

Avez-vous ou connaissez-vous un jeu de données sur la biodiversité compilé de la région
du Gabon que vous aimeriez publier sur le portail? Si tel est le cas, veuillez nous contacter
et nous nous ferons un plaisir de vous aider a vous configurer en tant que contributeur de
données. Grace a un effort de collaboration, ce portail de données Symbiota peut devenir
une ressource riche en informations qui aidera les chercheurs, les eéducateurs et le grand
public a explorer la flore et la faune du Gabon.
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Si vous avez des questions, des commentaires ou des recommandations, veuillez
partager vos commentaires avec le Support Hub HelpDesk (symbiota@asu.edu). Visitez la
page politique d'utilisation des données pour savoir comment citer les données obtenues a
partir de cette ressource Web.
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Figure 2. Some photos from the Smithsonian collection

The digitalisation of specimen photos as part of this project will make a significant addition to The Gabon Symbiota portal also supports the mapping of specimen occurrences (see Figure 3)
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Figure 3. Map of observation and collection records of various species of Reed Frog (Hyperolius).
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